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technology to effectively store energy
from those renewables at the scale nec-
essary to power California’s grid is
simply not here yet. It is probably fair
to say that one reason California’s
electricity grid is known for being un-
reliable is because the State is overly
reliant on renewables without suffi-
cient backup from conventional energy
sources to meet demand.

Now, I think we are unquestionably
going to get to the point where we can
store renewable energy more effi-
ciently and on a large scale, but we are
not there yet. It is important to recog-
nize that fact and to recognize that the
availability of consistent, reliable en-
ergy in this country is still dependent
on a consistent, reliable supply of con-
ventional energy sources.

An ‘“‘all of the above’ energy policy
isn’t just a reliability imperative. It is
also a national security imperative.
Having a secure and stable energy sup-
ply is critical to our Nation’s security.
Our military bases and hospitals, for
example, can’t afford energy blackouts.

Again, having a secure and stable
supply requires embracing the full
spectrum of available energy sources,
including the conventional energy
sources that ensure the reliability of
our Nation’s electricity supply.

Furthermore, embracing the full
spectrum of available resources in-
cludes developing domestic resources
so that we are not overly reliant on
supplies from other countries. The en-
ergy challenges and soaring costs coun-
tries like Germany have faced over the
past year, owing to their heavy reli-
ance on Russian energy, are a timely
reminder of the importance of devel-
oping domestic—domestic—energy sup-
plies.

Aside from energy security and reli-
ability, an ‘‘all of the above’ energy
policy is essential because we don’t yet
know exactly what a clean energy fu-
ture will look like. There are still a lot
of challenges to work out with renew-
ables and clean energy technologies. As
I said, we have not yet developed the
technology to store renewable energy
on a large scale without significant ef-
ficiency loss.

There are a number of other chal-
lenges with clean energy technologies.
Electric car batteries, for example, are
heavily reliant on critical minerals. We
currently rely heavily on other coun-
tries—not all of them politically or en-
vironmentally friendly—for our crit-
ical mineral supply. Environmentalists
are, of course, loathe to tap our own
natural resources. The same con-
straints affect batteries necessary to
expand commercial and residential en-
ergy storage.

And while wind and solar energy are
producing record amounts of elec-
tricity, each have their own end-of-life
challenges for recycling and disposal as
they are replaced.

Nuclear power provides a valuable
source of clean energy, but construc-
tion costs are staggering, and we still
haven’t fully arrived at a solution for
storing nuclear waste.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

And the list goes on.

This isn’t to say that American inge-
nuity won’t solve some of these chal-
lenges or that conventional energy has
none of its own, but that is exactly
why we need to keep exploring all of
these technologies and the opportuni-
ties and challenges that they present.

The fact of the matter is that our
country’s energy future will continue
to be multifaceted, not reliant exclu-
sively or predominantly on one or two
energy technologies. For one thing, dif-
ferent areas of the country will have
different availability when it comes to
renewables, like the abundance of wind
on the Great Plains. Even if we signifi-
cantly improve the storage and trans-
mission situation, it is likely that it
will always be most efficient for dif-
ferent areas of the country to rely
most heavily on the energy resources
that they have closest to home.

So, as I said, it is important that we
move forward with developing the full
range of energy resources and not at-
tempt to put all of our eggs in the
same basket or to have the government
pick winners and losers. Excessive gov-
ernment direction runs the risk of di-
minishing or cutting off innovation in
the technologies that could be the fu-
ture of clean energy.

We should be encouraging the explo-
ration of all clean energy avenues and
then seeing what the market ulti-
mately gravitates toward, which is
likely to be the technologies that are
simultaneously practical, affordable,
and effective.

The clean energy evolution away
from coal toward cleaner burning nat-
ural gas, which has been a major driver
of emissions reduction, was driven not
by top-down direction from govern-
ment—certainly not by government
ideologues here in Washington—but by
private industry, which saw the next
wave of energy production and har-
nessed it.

Finally, we need an ‘‘all of the
above’ energy policy to keep energy
prices affordable for American fami-
lies.

Discouraging conventional energy ex-
ploration and production—or forcing a
move to renewable sources before we
have the technology available to en-
sure that renewables can deliver a reli-
able and affordable supply—is a good
way to make Americans’ energy bills
continue to soar.

An ‘“‘all of the above’” energy policy
is the way to guarantee an affordable
and reliable energy supply, and Mem-
bers of both parties—both parties—
should be embracing an ‘‘all of the
above’ approach to American energy.
Unfortunately, however, that is not the
case. Instead, Democrats are pursuing
increasingly extreme, Green New Deal
policies designed to discourage invest-
ment in the exploration of and the pro-
duction of conventional energy, with-
out regard to whether or not we are
anywhere near to having the resources
and technology to move beyond con-
ventional energy.
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The so-called Inflation Reduction Act
that the Democrats passed last August
contained a series of tax hikes on con-
ventional energy production that are
driving up Americans’ energy bills. It
also contained a lot of funding for
Green New Deal fantasies that are like-
ly to achieve nothing more than wast-
ing taxpayer dollars.

I am a big and a long-time supporter
of clean energy. I have a record that
goes back to my days in the House of
Representatives, and I am confident
that we will get to a day when we will
be able to rely almost exclusively on
clean energy technologies, especially
when you factor in carbon -capture
paired with clean natural gas. But we
are not there yet. Until that day
comes, we need to embrace an ‘‘all of
the above’ energy policy for energy se-
curity, for energy reliability, and to
keep Americans’ energy bills afford-
able.

I hope that more of my colleagues
across the aisle will come to realize
this reality before they seriously im-
pair the stability and security of our
Nation’s energy supply.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from West Virginia.

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, first of
all, I want to thank my good friend,
the assistant minority leader from
South Dakota, for a very, very good re-
view of exactly where we are. I agree
wholeheartedly except for a little bit of
the IRA. We might have a little dif-
ference of opinion there because I real-
ly think it is an energy security bill,
and we are all going to work with and
together to make sure an ‘‘all of the
above’ energy approach is what we are
going to take.

With that, I want to thank him. I
think it was very good. As one Demo-
crat, I agree wholeheartedly, and I
would like to work with him on that.

I ask unanimous consent that I, Sen-
ator CORNYN, and Senator BENNET be
permitted to complete our remarks
prior to the scheduled votes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

GOVERNMENT SPENDING

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to thank my friend from OKla-
homa, Senator JAMES LANKFORD, for
continuing the Senate’s long tradition
of delivering President George Wash-
ington’s Farewell Address earlier this
week. It is an annual reminder of what
is great about America, but it is eerie
how his warnings ring true today, even
though it was delivered some 227 years
ago.

President Washington warned of the
dangers of putting the will of the polit-
ical party ahead of the will of the Na-
tion. He also warned against the accu-
mulation of debt and encouraged us to
cherish public credit as a very impor-
tant source of strength and security.

My personal relationship with this
and understanding is from my grand-
father, affectionately known as
“Papa,” ‘“‘Papa Joe,” who would always
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say: Joe, if you have unmanaged debt,
you will make cowardly decisions of
how you live your life.

Yet here we are today, watching
party politics and out-of-control spend-
ing threaten the very foundation of our
great Nation. This is exactly what
George Washington was talking about,
and he was so right 227 years ago as to
what is so wrong with Washington
today and what the American people
are really sick and tired of having go
on.

The American people have had
enough of the accounting gimmicks
and budgetary games that we play in
Congress, and it has got to stop. I
would venture to say that there are
very few accountants—professionals in
this field and accounting professionals,
who have expertise—who could make
any sense out of our scoring and how
we expense—the scoring and expens-
ing—what we think it will cost and
what it actually does, and how they
transfer those back and forth. It is al-
most unbelievable.

The American people deserve the
truth, and every Republican and every
Democrat has the responsibility to tell
them the truth. So let’s start with the
facts.

Fact No. 1, in 2013, Federal spending
was less than $3.5 trillion. Today, it is
more than $6.2 trillion. In 10 short
years—less than 10—that is an 80-per-
cent increase. We have increased our
expenses voluntarily by $2.8 trillion in
a very short time. It is hard to believe.
It truly is.

Fact No. 2, last year’s total revenues
were $4.9 trillion—4.9—which left us
with a deficit of $1.4 trillion. No matter
what anyone says, this is from the
CBO. These are our scoring people.

Fact No. 3, we have been spending
more than we bring in. Think about
this. All of us, think about it. We have
been spending more than we bring in in
our government every year for the past
21 years—every year—and the debt that
has resulted is absolutely crippling.

Think about 21 years. How many peo-
ple could do that? How many citizens?
How many of your constituents or my
constituents? In West Virginia, New
Mexico, Texas, or wherever they may
live, how many could basically run a
deficit that long and still have a home,
have a family, or be functioning in any
way, shape, or form? Most of us
couldn’t even make it 21 days, OK? You
have got to balance things out and
make adjustments. I have never seen
anything like it. Basically, I guess, if
you have a printing press, you don’t
have to worry.

Fact No. 4, the years of fiscal irre-
sponsibility have brought us to the cri-
sis that we face today. Our debt, as we
stand here and speak to you today, is
$31.46 trillion—that is our public debt—
which equals over $94,000 per every
man, woman, and child in West Vir-
ginia and in the United States and in
New Mexico and in Texas and every-
where else—$94,000 per person in our
great country. This year, we are going
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to spend more than $600 billion—$600
billion—just on debt, just on basically
servicing the debt of the Nation. That
is like getting a credit card and your
owing $5,000 on your credit card, but
you have to pay $340 just in interest
that month. All you can do is pay the
interest. You can’t even touch the
principal because you can barely pay
the interest.

Think about this. Just the interest
on our debt is more than $5,000 per
household in America—$5,000 if every-
one fulfilled his obligation, I guess.
How can anyone, really, with a
straight face deny that we have a prob-
lem—how can any of us no matter what
part of the political spectrum we come
from?

It doesn’t have to be this way, and
the American people deserve better
than this. Our problem really isn’t a
Republican problem or a Democratic
problem. It is an American problem. It
truly is for every American. We have a
problem, and only as we start putting
our country first and acting as Ameri-
cans can we fix it. There can’t be this
total political division: It is not my
fault; it is your fault or it is their fault
and vice versa—depending on where
you are standing, I guess, in the body
here and what political identity you
have to you.

President Trump had it, and the peo-
ple want to say: Whose fault is it?

It is all of our fault. Under President
Trump, we added an estimated $7.5 tril-
lion to projected debt levels from legis-
lation and Executive orders, including
$4 trillion that was not directly be-
cause of COVID—3$7.5 trillion in those 4
yvears. Under President Biden, we have
added more than $5 trillion to the pro-
jected debt levels from legislation and
Executive orders, including more than
$2.5 trillion not related to COVID. So
everyone is to blame. We are all at
fault.

My Democratic friends don’t want to
say a word about our out-of-control
spending and our outright refusing to
even talk to Republicans about reason-
able and responsible reforms. All we
hear about is that we have to have a
clean debt ceiling.

We are going to pay our debts. We
have to pay our sins of the past, but
can’t we at least sit down and discuss—
just discuss: How did we get here so
fast, faster than at any time in his-
tory? In a 10-year period, how did we
accumulate this much debt? Can’t we
even talk about that and see if there is
a pathway forward?

My Republican friends refuse to offer
any specifics, and some have recklessly
threatened default, which is absolutely
not on the table and cannot be on the
table. It will not happen, I can assure
you.

We will never solve the problem by
having each party running in the oppo-
site direction. We will only be able to
change course by coming together, em-
bracing common sense, and finding
common ground.

Just think of our own lives when we
go home and leave these bodies, Con-
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gress—when 535 of us go back to our
home places and sit down at our kitch-
en tables, look at our families, and
look at where we are financially. Just
think about it. It doesn’t really have to
be this way. They really expect better,
and they should be getting better—
every person in America.

So, really, what should we do?

First and foremost, the President and
Congress need to do our jobs right
now—no exceptions, no excuses.

Now, let me tell you that what I am
going to be telling you now is some-
thing we have not practiced since I
have been here for 12 years. We need to
pass a budget on time. Pass a budget
on time. That is by September 30. The
President will already be over a month
behind schedule when he submits his
budget next week. It was due on Feb-
ruary 6. Now, the dates I am going to
give you come out of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985. We have a piece of legisla-
tion that tells us the guidelines and
the timetables that we should use to
run this great country of ours.

By April 1, the Senate Budget Com-
mittee needs to report its budget reso-
lution. By April 15, the House and Sen-
ate need to reconcile the differences
they may have in their budgets. Then,
by September 30, we must approve all
spending bills.

I am just simply saying we shouldn’t
g0 home until we get it done. We really
shouldn’t. If we don’t pass a budget,
we, the leaders—from the President all
the way down—shouldn’t get paid, pe-
riod. Think about this. The American
workers don’t get paid if they don’t get
their jobs done. They don’t get paid if
they don’t work, and neither should
any of us. I don’t know how ever to
make us follow the guidelines. We have
a piece of legislation we haven’t fol-
lowed since 1985.

The only thing I know is that maybe
the money would stop us from not
doing our jobs and make us start doing
our jobs. That is why, earlier this year,
I was proud to reintroduce the No
Budget, No Pay Act, with my friend
from Indiana, MIKE BRAUN, to hold
Members of Congress accountable. We
should do our jobs or not get paid. I in-
troduced this commonsense bill with
Tom Coburn, my dear friend—God rest
his soul—from Oklahoma. We started
this in 2011, when I got here.

Tom said: I think it is something you
will like, JOE.

So I jumped on it with Tom and have
been on it ever since.

The continuing weaponization of the
debt and deficit and the political
games that we all play need to stop.
They need to stop. While this may
seem like common sense to most
Americans, it would be a huge accom-
plishment for Congress if we would just
operate in a timely fashion. The sav-
ings would be great, and no one would
have to bear any cuts just to get it
done on time. Talk to the military or
talk to anybody about how devastating
CRs are—continuing resolutions—and
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omnibus bills at the end and all of the
things that happen.

It has been 20 years since we passed a
budget on time. We haven’t had a real
budget at all, even a late one, since
2016—not even a late one since 2016. We
haven’t had a real budget in 20 years. I
don’t know how everybody else does it,
but I can tell you, if you are out of
sync that bad, you had better sit down
and work something out. Last year,
neither the House nor the Senate Budg-
et Committee even bothered to pass a
budget out of committee. Neither even
bothered to do one. It is unbelievable.

If you are listening at home and this
sounds absolutely pathetic and crazy,
that is because it is. No one is holding
our feet to the fire. We aren’t holding
our own feet to the fire. It is unaccept-
able that we run the single largest eco-
nomic entity in the universe without
having a budget in place.

Let me tell you: Any household and
any business that does not recognize
what their income and outgo is will not
be in business long. You are not going
to be profitable. You will probably be
bankrupt as an individual. With 21
years of running deficits as an indi-
vidual, you can’t do it, and as a busi-
ness, you can’t do it.

Nobody in this type of an economy
and this type of structure of a govern-
ment can operate and survive. As a
Governor, I used to hold weekly—and
Governors are responsible because, 1
think, there are 46 or 48 States that
have a balanced budget amendment.
That means we, as the chief executive
officers in our States, are responsible
for balancing the budgets. We would sit
down every week like clockwork. My
financial people would come to my of-
fice every Tuesday afternoon. It was
baked in every Tuesday. We would sit
down and go over any adjustments that
might need to be made, and we would
make them. When the financial crisis
hit in 2008 and 2009, we were doing it
sometimes twice a day to stay ahead of
the curve—by not falling into the trap
of having a deficit. We had to make
tough cuts. We lived with it, and West
Virginians came through it, and we
were better off financially than we ever
were before because we stayed ahead of
the curve. Now as a U.S. Senator, I am
embarrassed to say that not only are
we not living within our means, we
don’t even want to discuss it and talk
about it, what the problems may be.
We need to stop digging our heels in
and work out our differences.

When it comes to dealing with and
controlling our spending and lifting the
debt ceiling, at least we can talk about
it. At least we can agree that we have
a problem. At least we can basically
maybe come together and find out how
did we get to where we got to so quick-
ly. We need to put all of our ideas on
the table, just like we did last year
with a number of important, bipartisan
bills, so that we can pass and we can
agree on bipartisan legislation and cre-
ate long-lasting fiscal accountability.

Senator CHUCK SCHUMER, Senator
MiTcH MCCONNELL, Congressperson
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KEVIN MCCARTHY, and Congressperson
HAKEEM JEFFRIES—they need to pro-
pose a budget, allow for debate and dis-
cussion, and put it up for a vote. This
needs to happen.

The debt ceiling clock is ticking. We
can’t afford to wait any longer. We
need to serve as true fiduciaries for our
country. That is what we are here to
do.

The projections are that in a few
short years, the national debt, as a
share of the economy, will be the high-
est it has ever been in the history of
this country. The debt will exceed—
will exceed—the prior record of 106 per-
cent of GDP, which we set after World
War I1.

Think about when we had the highest
debt ever until now—the highest debt—
and what happened to cause that debt.
The United States of America entered
war on all fronts. We saved the world
from fascism. We basically helped re-
build Europe. We have something to
show for that. What do we have to show
for it now? What do we truly have to
show for the debt we have incurred
right now?

Most everyone uses 2050 as a bench-
mark. I hear 2050 in so many scenarios
for accomplishments in different are-
nas. Pick whatever you have heard
about 2050 that you may fit in, but 2050
has been the high-water mark. But I
want to tell you what happens. If we
continue down the path that we are on,
we will have accumulated by 2050 near-
1y $130 trillion of public debt. We are at
31.46 right now—3$130 trillion. Just to
service the interest on the debt—just
to service the interest on the debt—
will be $5 trillion a year. This is by
CBO; this is not me or anybody else
coming up and trying to scare the
bejesus out of you. This is what these
young Americans are going to be facing
with their children and grandchildren
by 2050.

Not only that someone can tell me
that this could even be plausible, but
think about everyone here. Think
about everyone in this great body.
Think about your family. Think about
your constituents. Our national debt
weakens our economy, it weakens our
national security, it weakens the trust
Americans have in their government,
and it weakens our role in the world. It
weakens our role in the world.

I tell you, my grandfather, again,
Papa said: Unmanaged debt—which we
have a runaway train right now—
unmanaged debt will make cowardly
decisions. You will make cowardly de-
cisions.

Fortunately, we still have time this
yvear to prevent the catastrophic finan-
cial forecast.

I am asking all of you to join me in
calling for, first, an honest budget
without accounting gimmicks and
tricks; second, a short-term deal to
bring down our out-of-control spending
right now, this year; and a plan to deal
with our longer term fiscal challenges.
The commonsense approach offers the
accountability Americans want, the re-
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sponsibility approach that we need,
and the results we deserve.

My constituents have begun to ask
me: How serious a crisis could we face
if we continue to ignore our Nation’s
debt?

I think I have laid out the serious-
ness of our financial situation if we
continue down the path we are on.

From President Washington, our
Founding Father, 227 years ago to a
more modern-day warning from our
then-Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff in 2011, ADM Mike Mullen, at my
first Armed Services meeting—he was
testifying before the Senate Armed
Services. He was asked the question:
What is the greatest threat our Nation
faces? We thought it was going to be
China, Russia, whatever it may be.
Without skipping a beat, without miss-
ing a word, he said that the debt of our
Nation is the greatest, greatest threat
we face—the debt of our Nation. Just
like the warning of our Founding Fa-
ther in his Farewell Address, those
words are even truer today than they
were then.

If you love your children, if you love
this country, you will stop the madness
and start acting reasonably and re-
sponsibly to get our government’s fi-
nancial house in order. It is long past
due. The partisan politics can wait.
There is always time to have argu-
ments and disagreements, but the
looming debt crisis cannot—it cannot—
basically have the disruption that we
have and the discourse and the polit-
ical toxic atmosphere that we have
here. We have got to come together for
the sake of our great country.

As I close, I want to say may God
bless—which He has blessed—this great
country and by all means help the
United States of America to be even
better than what we are today.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

BORDER SECURITY

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, during
my time in the Senate and even prior,
when I had the honor of serving as
Texas attorney general, I spent a lot of
time in our border communities work-
ing with the mayors, county judges,
private land owners, nongovernmental
organizations, and law enforcement at
every level. The majority of these men
and women have lived along the Texas-
Mexico border for their entire lives.
They have witnessed the impact of
policies from Washington from dif-
ferent administrations. They have seen
spikes and dips in migration. They
have reaped the benefits of legitimate
trade and commerce, and they have
dealt with the consequences of security
failures. In short, they have seen a lot.
But virtually everyone agrees that
they have never seen anything like
President Biden’s present border crisis.

Over the first 2 years of the Biden ad-
ministration, we have broken one
record after another when it comes to
migration. Here are some shocking sta-
tistics. U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection logged nearly 2.4 million border
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